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Your Committee:

Position Name Email address Home Cell

Patron Alan Young alan.june.young@gmail.com 031 467-|082 465-8273
7294

Chairman Derek Pirie derekp985@gmail.com 082 673-1335

Vice Chairman Jayson Anderson|jayson@thesolutiongroup.co.za |031 266 073 708 9989
4879

Clubhouse Manager [Vacant

Treasurer Doug Watson dugwatson@gmail.com 083 519-5326

Secretary Marcia Hinks marciabrodowicz@gmail.com 082 777 3878

Dating Officer Rod Thomas rodthomas@telkomsa.net 031 762-|073 365-6494
1509

Spares Manager Eugene Watson |hillbillyc@telkomsa.net 031 776-|074 471-3407
3648

Regalia Officer Vacant

Rally Manager Rod Thomas rodthomas@telkomsa.net 031 762-|073 365-6494
1509

Librarian & 100 Club|Dave Stone dstonealex@gmail.com 031 303-|073 663-4094
3130

Without Portfolio Deena Naidoo |dena@xsinet.co.za 031 467 072 387 7710
0765

SAVVA Club Rep Derek Pirie derekp985@gmail.com 082 673-1335

Editor Jayson Anderson|jayson@thesolutiongroup.co.za |031 266 073 708-9989
4879

BANKING DETAILS

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch: Bluff

Branch Code: 051001
Account Number: 05-155-629-4

The opinions expressed in ShopTorque are not necessarily those of the Committee

Chairman’s Chatter

or the Editor.

Wishing all our Members a Happy 2022.

My thanks to Wayne Bagley for holding the Chair for the last two years.

It has taken the Committee nearly a year to go through our Club Register, to update

the membership list. Thanks to Marcia, Jayson, Doug and Mike for your input.

As mentioned at the AGM, the Financial status of the Club and its future at its
current Club House, is under review.

We welcome Deena Naidoo to the Committee.

We are also entering the second year under Covid - 19. May we see some relief this

year.
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The January main meeting was down in numbers as members were still on Holiday.
The Bike of the Month was Best of British. There were 10 entered. Overall Bike went
to the 1955 BSA 350 Goldstar of Geoff Isacks. 2nd, 1953 Ariel 4G Mk2 Square Four
of Terry Chesterton. 3rd and tied was the 1964 AJS Model 18 of Steve Knight and
1948 Ariel VH 500 of Bryan Hinks.

The first Breakfast Run to Mike's Kitchen in Salt Rock was also low in turnout, with
only 6 Bikes and 2 Cars.

Febuary Meeting is Golden Years. Time to bring out those machines seen on the D-
J. The 2022 D-J Run starts in Hillcrest on Friday 11th March. The machines can be
viewed on Thursday 10 at the Corner Shopping Centre.

Looking forward:

March. D-J Rally.

April. Century Run.

May. The Fragram Natal Classic Motorcycle Rally.

Just a final request to you all to support your Club’s activities throughout the year,
be it be the Main Meetings, mid-month Social braais, Century Run, Classic Rally
and display of Bikes at shows.

Keep the wheels turning.

Derek Pirie.

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Classic-Motorcycle-Club-of-Natal

For access to the Magazines on our website www.ncmn.org.za, the password is
“hillcrest’
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Our 2021 AGM Awards Ceremony Recipients:
Oldest Participant in an Event: Dudley Schafer

Youngest Participant in an Event: Robin McDonald Jnr

Bum Pad Rider: Myra Bagley Buckled Wheel: Rod Thomas

—r
|

") ikl

ld

&t

-

i

Bike of The Year: Terry Chesterton
1935 BSA B35-2 “ Monty”

-
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Enthusiast of the Year:

Mike & Liz
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Bike of the Month Competition Categories

January: Best of British including best AJS / Matchless

February: | Golden Years Trophy

March: Day of the Rising Sun

April: BMW — Dave Turnbull Trophy

May: Tiddlers.

June: Showbike Trophy

July: Concourse Competition

August: Post-Classic ( 2001 — 2010)

September: | European — including Spain, Holland, France, Belgium, Germany
(excl BMW), Italy, Czechoslovakia and Russia

October: Racing Bike

November: | Modern and any make / classic from the USA / Canada

December: | AGM — No Competition

Bike of the Month Competition Guidelines:

Members are reminded that to qualify for the competitions they must be fully paid up
members; the bike entered in the competition must be owned by them; it must
comply with the category entered and it must be a runner. If the bike is a non-runner
it will be accepted for display, but will not considered as a competitor.
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Many thanks and regards,

Alan.

Once again a big thanks to Paul Ward of Startline for his very generous sponsorship
of the prize money.

January Winning “Best of British’ — Geoff Isacks
1955 BSA 350cc Gold Star

Second Place was Terry Chesterton
1953 Ariel 4G Mk2 Square Four
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Joint 39: 1964 AJS Model 18 of Steve
Knight and 1948 Ariel VH 500 of Bryan Hinks.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
March 11" to 13" is the 2022 D-J Rally, starting in Hillcrest.

April 11" is our Century Run, which we are proposing to hold in Pietermaritzburg,
using the VSCC Clubhouse as the start and finish point

May 20" and 215 is our Fragram Natal Classic Rally, at Drakensville.

SPECIAL NOTICE:

Dear members,

Due to several visits from the Liquor Licensing department, the Club has had to stop
selling liquor at club meetings, in order to be compliant with the regulations, as we
have not ever had a liquor license!

Thus, going forward, if you want to consume alcohol at Meetings, please bring your
own. ©
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SAVVA Indemnity Forms and Cards:

Indemnity Forms and Indemnity Cards
The form is available for download on the SAVVA website under Forms .

Indemnity forms are legal documents. Both sides of the forms must be
completed, signed and witnessed, and after the number of the indemnity card
issued has been recorded on the form, the original forms should be posted to the
SAVVA Secretary, or brought to the SAVVA AGM each year. Clubs are
encouraged to keep copies of the forms.

SAVVA Indemnity applies to all events, socials, fun runs, displays, nothing
excluded, organised and promoted by a club affiliated to SAVVA. The onus rests
upon the Club to ensure persons listed in Section 5 of the Handbook complete
the forms.

Indemnity Cards It is suggested that when a new member joins a club that an
indemnity card be issued to him/her and spouse immediately.

Every single person involved with a SAVVA competitive event where a permit
has been issued shall have in their possession an Indemnity Card issued by the
Club on behalf of SAVVA, that is all drivers, navigators, passengers of
participating vehicles, all officials, marshals and their assistants, including drivers
and passengers of tender vehicles and in modern vehicles who are part of the
event, and persons representing sponsors, the press, SAVVA or the host club
who will be present on the event or who may travel in competing vehicles.

Thus, as Club Members wishing to participate in any Club organised event,
please ensure that you have a SAVVA indemnity card, which is issued when you
join, and that your Bike is SAVVA dated. Rod Thomas can assist in this regard,
as he’s the Club Dating Officer.

Classic Motorcycles - Boom or Bust

By John Booth

What’s going on with the classic motorcycle market? Researchers are telling us that
the numbers are falling amongst the youth interested in buying classic motorcycles.

Yet dealers are telling us it has never been a better time to invest in classic bikes.

Prices seem to be surging. Record prices being achieved for the likes of Vincent and

Brough Superior motorcycles.

In 2000 | sold my 1959 BSA A10 Golden Flash 650cc in the UK for £ 2000. | had
taken it with me to use and not sell but after experiencing the congested and
slippery salt ridden roads of the UK, | quickly came to the conclusion it was time to
sell. Today some 20 years later a similar bike will fetch around £ 4000. So from a
financial position was I right to sell at that time? Well, if | had invested the money in
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the bank with the current interest rates, | would probably not have got anywhere
near the 4000 pounds. However, if you take into account storage and maintenance
to keep the bike in good condition, in addition to inflation and the apparent declining
interest in this type of motorcycle. | was better off having sold it 20 years ago. In
reality 4000 pounds today would not buy me what £ 2000 bought 20 years ago.

Japanese classic bikes, on the other hand, are still strong amongst collectors. My
Kawasaki KH 250 two stroke triple that | had when | did my national service in the
South African Air Force would fetch a staggering £ 7000. Who would have ever
thought the day would come when classic Japanese bikes would outstrip British
classics in terms of overall value? However, the glory days of Japanese motorcycle
values may also be short lived. The simple reason is, just like British motorcycles,
interest will diminish as the generation dies off that once cherished these bikes.
Investment advisors are currently telling us to buy Japanese motorcycles before you
buy a small capacity British bike. More importantly the youth of today are less
interested in buying old motorcycles. It has been estimated 30 to 40% less of the
younger generation are interested in motorcycles. | would say that when they are in
their 50’s they will probably collect cell phones. You only need to see how they covet
the latest Apple iPhone. If you don’t have one you just not cool!

A few reasons have been put forwards as to why the up and coming next generation
are not buying classic motorcycles:

o Many are paying off student loans, education is expensive.

o They lack the mechanical knowledge to restore or keep a classic
motorcycle running.

o The youth of today are far less rebellious than previous generations and
have other forms of interests like computer games or cell phones. The
iconic movies like Easy Rider are being left behind in the movie history
books.

o Times are changing and the youth get more street cred from owning the
latest cell phone then perhaps a classic bike.

If we box up the buyers of motorcycles in general into age groups, not taking into
account any overlaps we find:

o 20 to 30 year old age group shows a declining interest in buying classic
motorcycles. There are obviously exceptions to this rule.

o 30 to 50 year old age group are not buying British classics but going for
the Japanese bikes of their youth.

o 50 to 80 plus age group age buying both Japanese and British classics.
This group is where the money is. They are either at the height of their
careers or just retired with a lump sum pension pay out. They are
fuelling the current price surge but predictions are it will be short lived.
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o Then we have the investor. He or she is in it for the money. They are
selective as to what they buy. They probably won'’t buy the run of the
mill classics.

If you look on eBay at a lot of vintage parts offered for sale will probably have zero
bids or price reduced. It has been said India is the next powerhouse of classic
motorcycle demand. However, there does not seem to be much movement in this
direction. Maybe some false marketing to try and generate more interest. Big
auction houses and dealers, | am sure, will probably say it's never been a better
time to invest, take their advice if you feel it's worth the gamble.

As has been said by experts in the field time and time again. Buy it if you love it,
restore it if you love it but don’t buy or restore to make money. If you sitting on a pile
of Vincent or Brough Superior spares then you probably sitting on a gold

mine...... at the moment. If you're sitting on a pile of average British bike spares and
you just waiting for them to go up in value then | think you have missed the bus and
probably should have sold them 10 years ago. You may very well be in for a big
shock and those parts may not make you into a millionaire. The future predicts fewer
buyers with less money. That part that you thought was an ace card in your garage
may only be worth scrap value.

In February 2021 Harley Davidson said North American sales were down 18%.
They had exited 39 markets in 2020. Globally sales were down 17%. That’s bad
news for the motorcycle industry in the US. Yet in 2021 Ducati posted their highest
recorded sales in their 95 year history. Most have been sold to American buyers.
Could the latest Harley Davidson offerings not be what people want to buy? Could
Ducati be the turning point in an upsurge in buyers from all age groups? However
global market trends overall are showing a slow decline in motorcycle ownership. In
1990 the median age for an American motorcycle rider was just 32. In 2009 it was
40. In 2018 it was 47. We are aging as bikers.

So what is the answer? After reading many articles | don'’t think that in our life time
there will be a big turnaround and a huge revival in demand for classic motorcycles.
Money is tight. Roads are busy and unless the super-rich in China suddenly develop
and interest in classic motorcycles | would say we will carry on as before with a
probable slow decline as buyers age. Some may have counter arguments and a
revival is just around the corner. However, you only have to look at how many
motorcycles dealerships there were around in the 1980’s and how many there are
today. My personal opinion is that the motorcycle one day will be replaced by a ride
on drone and this may not be long in the waiting.

So, what is the quick fix? Well, it is unlikely that the youth will suddenly develop an
interest in classic motorcycles, let alone restoring them. There may emerge a cult
following for certain brands of motorcycles as has happened with the legendary Ford
Escort. This type of cult may be spurned on by a TV series, but will probably be
short lived and isolated to possibly a specific region.
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Classic motorcycle rallies could be under threat from increasing legislation,
congested roads and irritated drivers. With so many permits needed it might not be
worth the effort. Rallies as such may be reduced to an ordinary bike ride to get
around the red tape. As it has already been said, there is nothing stopping a group
of riders from riding on national roads with licenced motorcycles. Rallies that
currently cater for certain motorcycles or age of motorcycles may need to open them
up to other classes of bike. Routes may need to change to avoid the dangerous
roads. The term rally may need to be sacrificed and become a bike run to survive
the legislation.

It is very likely, almost a certainty that all motorcycles including classics will go
electric. | don’t think we will get around the emissions debacle no matter what we
do. Hyundai has recently announced it is shutting down its research and
development of the internal combustion engine. They are concentrating on
electrification of motor vehicles. | am sure other manufacturers will soon follow.
Battery technology is advancing rapidly. Future dealers will probably sell electric
motor kits that can be fitted into a current classic bike engine or a totally new electric
motor will become available. Internal combustion engine on the outside but electric
motor in the inside. Will these bikes still hold interest and value? Electrification may
very well spark some interest amongst buyers of all ages. They may like the modern
‘carbon emission free’ twist. The beauty of an old bike with a modern motor. A 1934
BSA Sloper with a 2030 Tesla electric motor. Any takers?

Maybe hang onto that engineless bike you have tucked away at the back of your
garage and stop wasting your time looking for those hard to find internal combustion
engine spares. Any engine parts you have could one day generate some good scrap
pocket money. However, will this interest last? How many horse drawn wagons do
you see running around? | think the market will change very quickly. There will not
be a slow transition from petrol to electric as with the horse to the internal
combustion engine. We have the manufacturing capacity to do this. However, as |
have already said my personal opinion is the motorcycle will one day be replaced by
a ride on drone. Maybe classic motorcycles will be become the Chippendale of
furniture. Every well to do household will have one near the fireplace.

In conclusion | feel that the classic motorcycle movement will be affected by two
things. Ageing buyers and future emissions legislation. Until that happens, enjoy
them for what they are.

Below please see some articles | found that make interesting reading. My thanks to
the various authors of these articles

http://cutfrommetal.com/free-falling-the-vintage-motorcycle-market-is-in-trouble/

https://www.racg.com.au/living/articles/Motorcycle-sales-in-decline

https://cleantechnica.com/2020/04/17/global-motorcycle-market-collapses-as-harley-makes-deep-cuts/

https://www.footmanjames.co.uk/blog/the-future-of-classic-bikes
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https://electrek.co/2021/12/28/hyundai-shuts-down-engine-development-team-focus-electric-cars/

Thanks so much John for this insightful article. If any members have articles of
interest they wish to include in a Newsletter, please send them to the Editor.

Other stuff: Adverts, Technical, News etc.

Terry’s Classics

General work/repairs carried out on Vintage
and Classic Motorcycles. Mechanical,
Electrical, Wheel building, Limited panel
beating and spray painting.

Contact Terry

Cell : 082 5689719
Landline : 031- 2055891

E-mail : terrychesterton@yahoo.com
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Website: www.maizey.co.za

National Number: 086 1100 420 h
International Number: +27 (0) 11 210 5300 SIGNAGE MATERIALS & SUPPLIES
| malizey
our product range consists of: ENGINEERING PLASTIC PRODUCTS
- Engineering Plastics
- Signage Materials & Substrates
- Large Format Digital Print Media

- Engraving Laminates

« Gompetitive Pricing
+ Extensive Product Offering

- Aluminium Sign Systems * Excellent Service and Support
- LED Gomponents * National Distribution with 23 Branches

For professional service and free application advice contact any of our branches

Bellville | Bloemfontein | Cape Town | Durban | East London | Edenvale | George | Germiston
Johannesburg | Klerksdorp | Nelspruit | Pietermaritzburg | Pinetown | Polokwane | Port Elizabeth
Pretoria East | Pretoria West | Richards Bay | Roodepoort | Rustenburg | Vereeniging | Welkom | Witbank

SMALLS (will only appear in two issues but may be resubmitted)

Wanted:
I’m looking for Battery/Tool box plus cover for pre unit 1955 Speedtwin 500 Triumph

motorcycle Contract Michael Burden ph. 0716051714 or Email spotydoty@me.com
Thank you

Wanted:

Hi all. I am looking for a side car for my BMW. Does anyone know of any around ? |
am looking for a Steib or Stoye in any condition.

Please contact Ehrart van  Antwerpen on 084506 6037 or
ewvanantwerpen@gmail.com

Wanted:
An Early Ariel petrol tank cap, which has the button in the centre,
Please contact Andrew Mather on 083 309 9233 or andrewmather@telkomsa.met

Wanted:

Eugene and Kevin need spares for the Club’s Spares Container. You can bring
them any bike spares, old, new, whatever, and let them decide if it is useable.
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TONY'S ARMATURE WINDING

Specialising in rewiring of all types of armatures, stators, rotors and motors.

52 Acacia Rd. Glenwood, 4001 031 205 2373 or 031 205 6504 (Behind old
Willowvale Hotel).

QUALITY PRODUCTS

STOCK AVAILABLE FROM LEADING HARDWARE RETAILERS

Startline

-3
Powersrorr PARTS & ACCESSORIES a” 7’ ” e
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