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Shoptorque 
 

 
 

Classic Motorcycle Club of Natal 
Headquarters: 137 Tara Road, Bluff, Durban 
Postal: P.O. Box 21759, Bluff, Durban, 4036 

Web Site: www.ncmc.org.za 
 

 
 

Affiliated to SAVVA 
Affiliated to The Vintage Motor Cycle Club - UK 

  

http://www.ncmc.org.za/
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Your Committee: 
 

Position Name Email address Home Cell 

Patron Alan Young alan.june.young@gmail.com 031 467-
7294 

082 465-8273 

Chairman Derek Pirie derekp985@gmail.com  082 673-1335 

Vice Chairman Jayson Anderson jayson@thesolutiongroup.co.za 031 266 
4879 

 073 708 9989 

Clubhouse Manager Vacant    

Treasurer Doug Watson dugwatson@gmail.com  083 519-5326 

Secretary Marcia Hinks marciabrodowicz@gmail.com  082 777 3878 

Dating Officer Rod Thomas rodthomas@telkomsa.net 031 762-
1509 

073 365-6494 

Spares Manager Eugene Watson hillbillyc@telkomsa.net 031 776-
3648 

074 471-3407 

Regalia Officer Vacant    

Rally Manager Rod Thomas rodthomas@telkomsa.net 031 762-
1509 

073 365-6494 

Librarian & 100 Club Dave Stone dstonealex@gmail.com 031 303-
3130 

073 663-4094 

Without Portfolio Deena Naidoo dena@xsinet.co.za 031 467 
0765 

072 387 7710 

SAVVA Club Rep Derek Pirie derekp985@gmail.com  082 673-1335 

Editor Jayson Anderson jayson@thesolutiongroup.co.za 031 266 
4879 

073 708-9989 

 

BANKING DETAILS  

Bank: Standard Bank 

Branch: Bluff 

Branch Code: 051001 

Account Number: 05-155-629-4 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The opinions expressed in ShopTorque are not necessarily those of the Committee  
or the Editor. 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Chairman’s Chatter 
 
Greetings to you all, 

The beginning of the year started off slow with the main meetings being rained out. 

This moved the Golden Years & Golden Oldies out to March. Only two bikes were in 

the line up for Day of the Rising Sun. 

The aim of displaying bikes of the Month is for members to bring out their machines 

for others to see. The bikes DO NOT HAVE TO BE shiny, but ones that are also 

original, unrestored and used. The bikes may have a History and their owners a 

story or two to tell. 

The last Breakfast run in February was down the R102 to the Umdoni Park 

Golf Club in Pennington. A nice turn out and a good spread of machines. 

 

mailto:alan.june.young@
mailto:alan.june.young@
mailto:jayson@thesolutiongroup.co.za
mailto:rodthomas@telkomsa.net
mailto:hillbillyc@telkomsa.net
mailto:rodthomas@telkomsa.net
mailto:dstonealex@gmail.com
mailto:jayson@thesolutiongroup.co.za


Page 3 of 16 pages  Date: 29 March 2022 

The 2022 D-J has come and gone. In all we had 17 entrants from our Club. 

Unfortunately only 10 finished. For those who did not make it, including myself, there 

is next year. What was encouraging to see that there were eleven 1st time riders.  

Samantha Anderson was the highest placed from our Club in 10th position. Sam 

also took 1st Female and a class award.  

2nd in 11th position was  Grant Vacy-Lyle. 3rd was Hennie De Jagger in 16th 

position overall. 

Billy Thomas on a borrowed bike was 4th from the club,  and 22nd overall. 

Doug Watson, on his fifth attempt, finishes 5th, in 34th overall. Doug's bike had been 

experiencing spark issues, on the Friday. Doug pushed his bike the last 4km's after 

the end of Regulatory to the finish. Doug received a Merit award, which was well 

deserved!! . 1st time rider Richard Hyson 6th in 40th overall. The Oldest bike, 1921 

Harley-Davidson, to complete the course went to Hans Coertse in 45th. Terry 

Chesterton 48th and Rod Thomas in 54th. Rod also took home the Oldest Rider to 

take part.  

 

April 10th is our Century Run from the VSCC in PMB. The run this year is around 

the Alexandra Road Circuit, returning for a Braai. The run will be led by Alan Young.  

April 27th is High Tea/Car Show at the Waterfall Methodist Church. We have been 

invited to put on a display of bikes.  

 

Entries for the 2022 Fragram Natal Classic Motorcycle Rally have started to come 

in. The Rally is based at Drakensville in the Northern Berg and takes in some senic 

roads in and around KZN and the Free State.  

 

Cars in the Park, in Ashburton, is back on, on the 29th of May. You have to pre 

enter. More info to follow closer to the time.  

 

Our two groups, CMCN Workshop Challenge & CMCN Club continue to keep 

members informed with some light Motorcycle entertainment, history and Q&A's.  

 

To the Committee, thanks for all the background work you are doing in keeping the 

Classic Wheels of our Club turning.  

John Booth is keeping our Website up to date.  
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Please support your Club in its monthly activities. Help fellow members where 

needed. Our Club has members with vast knowledge, not only of things Motorcycle 

related, but the ins and outs of Industry.  

 

Till next time.  

On two wheels and sometimes three wheels.  

Derek Pirie  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Classic-Motorcycle-Club-of-Natal 
 
 
For access to the Magazines on our website www.ncmn.org.za, the password is 
 ‘ hillcrest ’  
 
Bike of the Month Competition Categories 
 

January: Best of British including best AJS / Matchless  

February: Golden Years Trophy  

March: Day of the Rising Sun  

April: BMW – Dave Turnbull Trophy 

May: Tiddlers.                                               

June: Showbike Trophy 

July: Concourse Competition  

August: Post-Classic ( 2001 – 2010 ) 

September: European – including Spain, Holland, France, Belgium, Germany 
(excl BMW), Italy, Czechoslovakia and Russia                 

October: Racing Bike                    

November: Modern and any make / classic from the USA / Canada            

December: AGM – No  Competition 
 
 

Bike of the Month Competition Guidelines: 

Members are reminded that to qualify for the competitions they must be fully paid up 

members; the bike entered in the competition must be owned by them; it must 

comply with the category entered and it must be a runner. If the bike is a non-runner 

it will be accepted for display, but will not considered as a competitor. 

Many thanks and regards, 

Alan.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/Classic-Motorcycle-Club-of-Natal
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----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Once again a big thanks to Paul Ward of Startline for his very generous sponsorship 

of the prize money. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Winning “Golden Oldies & Golden Years’ – 1st, Stephen Knight - 1934 Levis,  2nd, 

Trevor Davids -1930 BSA Sloper & 3rd Rod Thomas -1928 OK Supreme  

 

Winning “Land of the Rising Sun”  

Trevor Davids and his 1975 Honda 400 Four 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

April 11th is our Century Run, which we are proposing to hold in Pietermaritzburg, 

using the VSCC Clubhouse as the start and finish point 

May 20th and 21st is our Fragram Natal Classic Rally, at Drakensville.  

For any members who are not riding the Natal Classic, the “Distinguished 

Gentleman’s Ride” is on Sunday the 22nd of May.   

Cars in the Park at the Gold Circle Training Centre is on the 29th of May. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OBITUARY OF A GENTLEMAN:  

 

In loving memory of Bryan Albert Hinks, who was born in Johannesburg on the 5th 
February 1940, and passed away peacefully on the 23rd February 2022, at home 
with Marcia in Kloof, KZN. 

Bryan lived his life as a gentle man, believing in good manners and respect for all, 
and earned the same in return by all he knew. Bryan was a popular member of 
various Clubs, Life Member of Harley Davidson, Member of the Vintage Tractor 
Club, and one of the original Members of the Classic Motorcycle Club of Natal. He 
was a dedicated mechanic, and many people sought his incredible knowledge of 
both cars and bikes. (Not to mention lawn mowers, mechanical gates, in fact 
anything that had moving parts!). 

Bryan joined VW as an apprentice at 16 years of age and retired as Foreman 
Mechanic from VW Alpine Motors, Pinetown 45 years later. 

Although he worked as a car mechanic his whole life, Bryan’s passion remained for 
motorcycles, and he admitted to owning more than 50 cars and bikes over the 
years, most of which he either repaired or rebuilt. The most well-known of his 
complete restorations was “the heap that became a Harley” a 1942 Harley-Davidson 
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1200cc and Sidecar about 50 years ago, the parts for which Bryan found around an 
African’s kraal in Kranskop, leaving the gentleman richer by R5 and very happy. 

During a ‘once in a lifetime’ happily anticipated 5-week sea voyage to Venice with 
Marcia four years ago, Bryan became ill, and, on arrival in London, the dedicated 
NHS Renal team discovered he was in kidney failure, for which he attended dialysis 
twice weekly since, slowly weakening his once extremely strong body until his heart 
finally just stopped beating. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SPECIAL NOTICE:  

Dear members,  

Due to several visits from the Liquor Licensing department, the Club has had to stop 

selling liquor at club meetings, in order to be compliant with the regulations, as we 

have not ever had a liquor license!   

Thus, going forward, if you want to consume alcohol at Meetings, please bring your 

own.  ☺ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The 2022 DJ - 

 

Hennie De Jager, leading the line up, 

with Richard Hyson & Hans Coertse 

behind him 

 

Samantha Anderson rearing to go 
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Richard Hyson off on his 1st DJ 

 

 

Doug Watson, starting out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Derek Pirie making some road side 

repairs 

 

 

 

Terry Chesterton on ‘Monty’ 
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Samantha and son, Eric, with her winning silverware 

 

A DJ ‘Musing’ from Terry Chesterton 

After missing out on the 2021 event, a very sad situation brought on us by the C19 

outbreak, the riders that frequent the rally were raring to go when it became 

apparent that the 2022 rally was all systems go. Lots of work from all directions, 

preparing bikes that had been in mothballs for two years, booking accommodation , 

organizing trailers and so on.  

The Thursday of scrutineering dawned good weather and the motley crew of bikes 

and riders started arriving in the basement parking of Hillcrest Corner Shopping Mall 

(a trifle stuffy with 104 bikes and the attendant crews I might add) which quickly filled 

up the allotted area. Thankfully the rule of not starting the machines was generally 

adhered to with the exception of a few who clearly thought they were special – 

enough said. 

Scrutineering teams went about their business and the whole affair went off like 

clockwork. The DJ committee had arranged the most awesome goodie bags for 

everyone, probably the highlight of most riders entry. Liqui Moly being amongst the 

benefactors supporting the event.  
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Without the donations and support, the event would not be quite the same. In this 

day and age, costs are sky high as we are all aware. 

With route sheets marked up and loaded into the rally boxes, we were ready for the 

start on Friday. 

First bike off at 06:01 and with smoke and petrol fumes and other fumes from 

nervous riders, the participants departed for Johannesburg. The weather on both 

days was superb, I must add. A factor that adds to the enjoyment of the rally. 

The first hiccup was as we left the Pietermaritzburg fuel stop. We were detoured 

because a group of unhappy locals had blocked the road. This led to the demise of 

a few machines whose clutches could not manage the steep inclines. However, we 

arrived in Estcourt at the all too familiar Church for a slap up lunch. Three cheers to 

those Ladies. 

On to Newcastle through the nearby nature reserve, where yours truly and others I 

believe totally lost the plot on the route schedule – open the throttle and enjoy the 

ride. My little 250cc BSA doesn’t take kindly to catching up time. 

The evening in Newcastle was great as usual with the company of old friends and 

the repairing of machines that threw their hand in. A number of Punctures being the 

culprit I am told. 

Day two dawned a trifle misty which was to be expected, but boding good weather 

later. At one point I had to make a left and rescue a fellow rider who had gone off 

down some obscure farm road possibly never to be seen again. However we saved 

him. 

The ride to lunch at Standerton was in perfect weather. Leaving the lunch stop and 

having to endure the absolute worst roads of the rally was an experience. 

Riding Monty (my BSA) in first gear at just above idle with feet out like fairy wheels 

on a kids bicycle was nerve wracking. How the chaps on the heavy powerful 

machines coped, is another story, I imagine. 

Back to the route sheet. I missed a clue, couldn’t find the next two, so onto the 

throttle and enjoy the ride – believe me I really enjoyed the ride. After five previous 

rallies with the BSA spitting out sparkplugs every 80 odd kilometres, This time it was 

one plug all the way to Benoni Northerns sport fields.  

Generally the roads were not that bad, but also not that good. Lots of potholes, 

unmarked speedhumps, road names missing, but all things, we in RSA, have 

learned to live with. 

Thanks again to the organizers for an event that I wouldn’t miss. I’ve entered and 

finished fourteen DJ’s which is nothing compared to some of the other riders present 

and past, all who will echo their love of this unique event. 

Cheers from  Terry and Monty 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SAVVA Indemnity Forms and Cards: 

Indemnity Forms and Indemnity Cards 
The form   is available for download on the SAVVA website under Forms . 
 
Indemnity forms are legal documents.  Both sides of the forms must be 
completed, signed and witnessed, and after the number of the indemnity card 
issued has been recorded on the form, the original forms should be posted to the 
SAVVA Secretary, or brought to the SAVVA AGM each year.   Clubs are 
encouraged to keep copies of the forms.   
 
SAVVA Indemnity applies to all events, socials, fun runs, displays, nothing 
excluded, organised and promoted by a club affiliated to SAVVA. The onus rests 
upon the Club to ensure persons listed in Section 5 of the Handbook complete 
the forms. 
 
Indemnity Cards It is suggested that when a new member joins a club that an 
indemnity card be issued to him/her and spouse immediately.   
Every single person involved with a SAVVA competitive event where a permit 
has been issued shall have in their possession an Indemnity Card issued by the 
Club on behalf of SAVVA, that is all drivers, navigators, passengers of 
participating vehicles, all officials, marshals and their assistants, including drivers 
and passengers of tender vehicles and in modern vehicles who are part of the 
event, and persons representing sponsors, the press, SAVVA or the host club 
who will be present on the event or who may travel in competing vehicles. 
 
Thus, as Club Members wishing to participate in any Club organised event, 
please ensure that you have a SAVVA indemnity card, which is issued when you 
join, and that your Bike is SAVVA dated.  Rod Thomas can assist in this regard, 
as he’s the Club Dating Officer.   

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Other stuff: Adverts, Technical, News etc. 
 
 

 SAVVA Technical tip 173 - Battery storage  
(The following interesting historical article was sent in by Dane Fraser )  
 

Question: "Why do they say not to put a car battery on a concrete floor?"  
The caveat not to put an automobile battery on a concrete floor is a LOT OLDER 
than the people realize. Although inapplicable to today's polypropylene battery 
cases, the warning used to be sensible.  



Page 12 of 16 pages  Date: 29 March 2022 

And, before either polypropylene or hard rubber were used for battery cases, those 
cases used to be made out of WOOD and used a rubber liner called a jar. Really.  
A 1922–1923 catalogue from the Chicago Automobile Supply Warehouse shows 
batteries in the 19-teens and 1920's were rebuildable. And they were expensive. 
Adjusted for inflation to 2018 dollars, a battery for a Ford T would cost you $274. A 
battery for a Mitchell Light Six would cost you $848. Thus, rebuilding them made 
sense.  
One could buy replacement lead plates, treated wood separators, positive and 
negative plate straps (which electrically connected and placed a terminal on plate 
groups), cell connectors, covers, carboys of battery acid, terminal moulds, battery 
"jars", and wood battery cases. You could also buy battery paint, moulds for 
terminals (which you would pour from molten lead), and battery steamers. The latter 
were devices used to disassemble batteries for rebuilding.  
One could buy replacement lead plates, treated wood separators, positive and 
negative plate straps (which electrically connected and placed a terminal on plate 
groups), cell connectors, covers, carboys of battery acid, terminal moulds, battery 
"jars", and wood battery cases. You could also buy battery paint, moulds for 
terminals (which you would pour from molten lead), and battery steamers. The latter 
were devices used to disassemble batteries for rebuilding.  
These wooden cases would, of course, be porous and could become electrically 
conductive if the electrolyte leaked through or around the rubber battery jar or 
through the battery cover which was sealed with tar, or leaked through the vents, or 
if electrolyte or distilled water were spilled on the battery.  
But there was another, and probably much more important, reason why mechanics 
were warned not to place these wood cased automobile storage batteries directly on 
concrete floors: Uninsulated concrete wicks moisture up from the earth beneath the 
floor. It is always somewhat wet. And WOOD MOVES as it absorbs or loses 
moisture from or to the surrounding environment.  
It moves A LOT! If placed directly on a damp concrete floor the bottom of that wood 
battery case would begin to absorb moisture. It would then begin to expand, but the 
expansion would be differential and uneven. The bottom side of the case in direct 
contact with the concrete would expand, in a dimension perpendicular to the grain, 
more than the interior side of the base. The battery's base would thus become 
convex rather than flat, stressing and then breaking the tongue and groove joint with 
the battery end pieces. The expansion of the base would then push out the sides of 
the battery case, breaking the joints between the sides and the ends. The battery 
case would, thus, self-destruct, simply because of differential moisture absorption, 
BECAUSE IT WAS PLACED ON A CONCRETE FLOOR.  
Considering how expensive these batteries were at the time wooden battery cases 
were used, how tedious the rebuilding process was, and how much damage could 
be caused to the car by leakage of battery acid, it is much more likely that wooden 
battery case failure, rather than electrolyte seepage and accidental electrical 
discharge, was the primary reason mechanics were instructed to not place an 
automobile battery directly on a concrete floor. 
 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Terry’s Classics 
 

General work/repairs carried out on Vintage 

and Classic Motorcycles. Mechanical, 

Electrical, Wheel building, Limited  panel 

beating and spray painting. 

Contact Terry 

Cell : 082 5689719 

Landline : 031- 2055891 

E-mail : terrychesterton@yahoo.com 
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SMALLS (will only appear in two issues but may be resubmitted) 
 
For Sale: 
From the Estate of the late Roy Colborne: 
Incomplete 1962 Norton E S.2 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The bike has paperwork. Asking price is R 55 000. Please contact Heather Watson 
on 084 335 9366 / feathermay108@gmail.com to arrange a viewing. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:feathermay108@gmail.com
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Wanted:   
I’m looking for Battery/Tool box plus cover for pre unit 1955 Speedtwin 500 Triumph 

motorcycle Contract Michael Burden ph. 0716051714 or Email spotydoty@me.com 

Thank you 

Wanted: 
Hi all. I am looking for a side car for my BMW. Does anyone know of any around ? I 
am looking for a Steib or Stoye in any condition. 
Please contact Ehrart van Antwerpen on 084 506 6037 or 
ewvanantwerpen@gmail.com 
 
Wanted:   
An Early Ariel petrol tank cap, which has the button in the centre.  
Please contact Andrew Mather  on 083 309 9233 or andrewmather@telkomsa.met 
 
Wanted: 
Eugene and Kevin need spares for the Club’s Spares Container. You can bring 
them any bike spares, old, new, whatever, and let them decide if it is useable. 
 
TONY'S ARMATURE WINDING 
Specialising in rewiring of all types of armatures, stators, rotors and motors.  
52 Acacia Rd. Glenwood, 4001 031 205 2373 or 031 205 6504 (Behind old 
Willowvale Hotel). 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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