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Classic Motorcycle Club of Natal 
Headquarters: 137 Tara Road, Bluff, Durban 
Postal: P.O. Box 21759, Bluff, Durban, 4036 

Web Site: www.ncmc.org.za 
 

 
 

Affiliated to SAVVA 
Affiliated to The Vintage Motor Cycle Club - UK 
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Your Committee: 
 

Position Name Email address Home Cell 

Patron Alan Young youngjay@telkomsa.net 031 467-7294 082 465-8273 

Chairman Rod Thomas trodthomas@telkomsa.net 031 762-1509 073 365-6494 

Vice Chairman Mike Mathews lizmathews@telkomsa.net 031 467-8648  082 437-4131 

Clubhouse Manager Mike Mathews - - - 031 467-8648 082 437-4131 

Treasurer Aubrey Cilliers salaub@telkomsa.net 031 708-5934 083 922-0133 

Secretary Salome van Niekerk salaub@hotmail.co.za 031 465-5831 072 040-9000 

Dating Officer Rod Thomas rodthomas@telkomsa.net 031 762-1509 031 762-1509 

Spares Manager Eugene Watson hillbillyc@telkomsa.net 031 776-3648 074 471-3407 

Regalia Officer Vacant    

Rally Manager Rod Thomas rodthomas@telkomsa.net 031 762-1509 031 762-1509 

Librarian & 100 Club Dave Stone dstonealex@gmail.com 031 564-5506 073 663-4094 

SAVVA Club Rep Pierre Cronje pierrecronje@mweb.co.za 011 849-3008 072 513-9432 

Editor Jayson Anderson jayson@workspacesolution.co.za 031 266-4879 073 708-9989 

Website John Austin-Williams john@austinwilliams.co.za 011 465-2136 083 459-7802 

 

BANKING DETAILS  

Bank: Standard Bank 

Branch: Bluff 

Branch Code: 051001 

Account Number: 05-155-629-4 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The opinions expressed in ShopTorque are not necessarily those of the Committee or the Editor. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Chairmanôs Chatter 
 
Rod is on holiday in the UK currently, so there is no Charimanôs Chatter piece this issue.  

I have included pictures from his visit in the UK later in this edition. 

Remember ñRideThem Donôt Hide Themò 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The Clubôs bike trailer 
Winston De Kock has taken over as custodian of the CMCNôs bike trailer. Should you wish to borrow the trailer please 
arrange this with Winston. He can be contacted on 031 466-4890 or 072 246-5214. There is no charge but a donation 
is in order. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Classic-Motorcycle-Club-of-Natal 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

SNELL PARADE CIRCUIT, By Toosie Hudson 

Being an avid lover of motorcycles and racing, I have many highlights and fond memories, including a collection of 
racing programmes ranging from 1948 ï 1955.  During this time motor racing was organised by the Natal Motor Cycle 
Club (NMCC) and the Park Hill Motor Cycle Club.  From 1939 the Snell Parade in Durban was a very well-known 
venue for motorsport racing events, namely, cars and motorbikes. My main love was for motorcycle racing and I 
experienced watching my first racing event at the Snell Parade in 1948 at the tender age of five! 
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Between the Snake Park and Argyle Road, straight is 1 mile (1.6km), first left corner at Sunkist, 
passed the Durban Country Club on the right and then sharp left for half a kilometre passed the old Durban Airport 
and then a fast right to the straight past the Natal Command, then back and past the Start/Finish line. 
 
In 1950 there were 61 entries and people came from Cape Town, Port Elizabeth and Johannesburg.  Including Ken 
Robus, who rode a Norton, and came from as far away as Bulawayo, Rhodesia. Ken was a very good rider both in 
South Africa and in Rhodesia. He is still alive today, and at the age of 92 is living in Westville. 
 
In 1953 our very own South African champion rider, Keith Crawford who is now 86 and who came from Westville, rode 
a Matchless.  In 1965 Keith, who rode a 350cc AJS, became a South African Champion and was awarded Springbok 
Colours.  Many of the riders who participated in these events at the Snell Parade represented South Africa on the Isle 
of Man.  Unfortunately, a very young rider by the name of Dennis Glenn was killed in 1955 when he lost control of his 
bike. 
  
Durban Motorcycle Grand Prix Bluff from 1935 ï 1948, Snell Parade Durban from 1939 ï 1955. 
Racing was interrupted by World War II. 
Westmead, Pinetown from 1961 ï mid 60ôs and Roy Hesketh, Pietermaritzburg  from 1954 ï 1982. 
 
Unfortunately Durban now only has memories of all these great venues. 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Bike of the Month Competitions 
 

January: Best of British                                              Winner: Stephen Knight ï 1934 Levis 500 Model D 

February: Golden Years Trophy:                                 Winner: Rod Thomas ï 1928 OK Supreme 

March: Day of the Rising Sun:                                 Winner: Neville Tanner ï 1981 Yamaha RD 350 

April: Best BMW:                                                   Winner: Doug Watson ï 1972 R75/5 

May: Best Tiddlers:                                               Winner: Neville Turner ï 1973 Yamaha FS3 

June: Showbike Trophy:                                        Winner: Graham Palmer ï 1975 Honda CB 400/K4 

July: Concourse Competition:                              Winner: Geoff Isaac ï BSA Gold Star 

August: Best Post-Classic:                                         

September: Show Bikes BSA/Norton/ Triumph: 
October: Best Matchless/AJS/Norton:                         

November: Best Italian Bike and Best Racing Bike         

December: Moderns: any make, any size, 2000 to 2010, and Harleys, any age. 
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Juneôs Bike of the Month Winner : 

 

 

 

Graham Palmer ï Showbike 

 

 

Geoff Isaac ï Concourse 
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Bike of the Month Competition Guidelines: 

Members are reminded that to qualify for the competitions they must be fully paid up members; the bike entered in the 

competition must be owned by them; it must comply with the category entered and it must be a runner. If the bike is a 

non-runner it will be accepted for display, but will not considered as a competitor. 

Many thanks and regards, 

Alan.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

SAVVA Indemnity Forms and Cards: 

Indemnity Forms and Indemnity Cards 
The form   is available for download on the SAVVA website under Forms . 
 
Indemnity forms are legal documents.  Both sides of the forms must be completed, signed and witnessed, and 
after the number of the indemnity card issued has been recorded on the form, the original forms should be 
posted to the SAVVA Secretary, or brought to the SAVVA AGM each year.   Clubs are encouraged to keep 
copies of the forms.   
 
SAVVA Indemnity applies to all events, socials, fun runs, displays, nothing excluded, organised and promoted by 
a club affiliated to SAVVA. The onus rests upon the Club to ensure persons listed in Section 5 of the Handbook 
complete the forms. 
 
Indemnity Cards It is suggested that when a new member joins a club that an indemnity card be issued to 
him/her and spouse immediately.   
 
Every single person involved with a SAVVA competitive event where a permit has been issued shall have in their 
possession an Indemnity Card issued by the Club on behalf of SAVVA, that is all drivers, navigators, passengers 
of participating vehicles, all officials, marshals and their assistants, including drivers and passengers of tender 
vehicles and in modern vehicles who are part of the event, and persons representing sponsors, the press, 
SAVVA or the host club who will be present on the event or who may travel in competing vehicles. 
 
Thus, as Club Members wishing to participate in any Club organised event, please ensure that you have a 
SAVVA indemnity card, which is issued when you join, and that your Bike is SAVVA dated.  Rod Thomas can 
assist in this regard, as heôs the Club Dating Officer.   

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Rodôs Visit in the UK ï From Theo Alberda 

 

Rod and I spent the day with Richard Whitehurst and his wife Gill. Richard is the chairman of the local VMC 

motorcycle club the Cheshire Cats. Richard has a collection of twelve vintage and classic bikes. Great hosts. Rod 

asked if you could please leave photo in the Shop Torque? 
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Rod giving the first prize to Fred Rogers for his beautiful 1948 Indian chief and side car. There were 43 bikes present. 

Rod also met the VMC vice chairman.  

 

 

Theo, Rod and Richard Whitehurst in the UK. 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Events To Come: 
 
Please follow us on Facebook: 
 
 

 

Cape Vintage Motorcycle Club 
 

33 rd  Fairest Cape Tour 2018  

12 th  & 13 th  November 201 8 

Celebrating SAVVAôs 50th  Anniversary  

1968 - 2018  
 

 
The 33rd Annual Fairest Cape Tour 2018 will include both motorcycles and cars and will be based at the Goudini Spa, near 

Rawsonville and Worcester, in the Western Cape. Cars and motorcycles will compete on an even footing, over the same course 

and, for the most part, for the same trophies and awards. Details of all the awards can be found in the Supplementary regulat ions 

which are enclosed with this invitation.  

 

The following is a brief timetable for the event:  

Sunday 11th Nov.: Competitor registration, Documentation and Scrutiny for entrants from 14h00 to 17h00.  

   Competitors meeting time to be advised in the final instructions.   

Monday 12th Nov.: Start the Competitive event (Day 1) from Goudini Spa. 

   Start times and numbers will be advised in the final instructions.  

   First day results will be posted at a time and place to be advised in the final instructions.  

 

 


